Brief comment text:

NextNav has filed a proposal with the FCC to reconfigure the 900 MHz ISM band, specifically seeking to carve out a portion of the spectrum (902-907 MHz and 918-928 MHz) for its own terrestrial Positioning, Navigation, and Timing (PNT) network, which also supports 5G services. This plan aims to complement GPS and provide enhanced indoor and urban geolocation services. While the proposal emphasizes benefits like improving national security and expanding broadband capacity, it presents significant challenges for existing users of the band, particularly for unlicensed applications such as Wi-Fi HaLow and other ISM uses.For companies like Teledatics, which rely on the 900 MHz band for Wi-Fi HaLow, NextNav's reconfiguration could be detrimental. By allocating significant chunks of this spectrum for exclusive commercial use, the proposal risks interference with low-power, unlicensed devices operating in these frequencies, including Wi-Fi HaLow, LoRa devices, and other community-driven communication networks. This could lead to performance degradation, particularly in rural or underserved areas where alternative communication methods are limited. The open nature of this band has historically fostered innovation, and limiting access could hinder advancements in wireless technology and exacerbate the digital divide.
